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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Claims 1 7-23 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 

1 .142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected invention, there being no allowable generic or 
linking claim. Election was made without traverse in the reply filed on 10 November 
2008. 

2. Claims 1-16 are presented for examination. 

Priority 

3. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

4. The claim for priority from PCT/JP04/071 12 filed on 19 May 2004 is duly noted. 

Specification 

5. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

6. The lengthy specification has not been checked to the extent necessary to 
determine the presence of all possible minor errors. Applicant's cooperation is 
requested in correcting any errors of which applicant may become aware in the 
specification. 
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7. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because in line 8: "action requested, 
to a second" should read -action requested to a second-. Correction is required. See 
MPEP§ 608.01(b). 

8. The disclosure is objected to because it contains an embedded hyperlink and/or 
other form of browser-executable code. Applicant is required to delete the embedded 
hyperlink and/or other form of browser-executable code. See MPEP § 608.01 . 

Appropriate correction is required. 

9. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

a. in page 14, line 15: "transmission destination server R40" should read - 
transmission destination server 40-; 

b. in page 39, line 18: "S303 through S209" should read -S303 through 
S309-; 

c. in page 46, line 1 9: "1 1 a and 21 " should read -1 1 a and 1 1 b-; 

d. in page 46, line 21: "12a and 22" should read -12a and 12b-; 

e. in page 89, line 1 1 : "91 8" should read -S91 8-. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

10. Claims 1, 7, 9, 11, and 15 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
a. In claim 1 , line 3: "authentication information" is unclear if it relates to 
"authentication information" (claim 1, line 2); 
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b. In claim 1 , lines 1 8-1 9: "an image" is unclear if it relates to "an 
authentication image" (claim 1, line 8); 

c. In claim 7, line 2: "an authentication image" is unclear if it relates to "an 
authentication image" (claim 1, line 8); 

d. In claim 7, line 4: "communication terminal,." should read -communication 
terminal.-; 

e. In claim 9, line 3: "authentication information" is unclear if it relates to 
"authentication information" (claim 9, line 2); 

f. In claim 9, line 17: "an image" is unclear if it relates to "an authentication 
image" (claim 9, line 6); 

g. In claim 1 1 , line 2: "an authentication image" is unclear if it relates to "an 
authentication image" (claim 9, line 6); 

h. In claim 15, line 2: "an authentication image" is unclear if it relates to "an 
authentication image" (claim 9, line 6); 

i. In claim 15, line 4: "communication terminal,." should read - 
communication terminal.-. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Drawings 

1 1 . The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) 
because they include the following reference character(s) not mentioned in the 
description: 40 (Figure 1); 41 (Figure 10); S123 (Figure 11); S202, S209 (Figure 13); 
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S301 (Figure 15); S353, S362 (Figure 16); S455 (Figure 20); 13a, 14a, 14b, 15b 
(Figures 21, 23); S716 (Figure 28); S808 (Figure 30); S815, S817, S818 (Figure 31); 
S909 (Figure 39); S919 (Figure 40). 

12. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) 
because they do not include the following reference sign(s) mentioned in the 
description: 311 (page 34, line 23); S302 (page 39, line 13). 

1 3. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference character "S205" has been used to designate both PHOTOGRAPH 
AUTHENTICATION IMAGE (Figure 13) and PRESENT AUTHENTICATION IMAGE 
(Figure 15). 

14. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference characters "104" (page 44, line 17) and "S204" (Figure 20) have 
both been used to designate storing in reminder question and answer storage unit. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d), or amendment to the 
specification to add the reference character(s) in the description in compliance with 37 
CFR 1.121(b) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the 
application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures 
appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being 
amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be 
labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.121 (d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be 
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notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The 
objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

16. Claims 1-2, 5-7, 9-10, and 13-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Saada et al. (US Patent 5,253,295 and Saada hereinafter). 

As to claims 1 and 9, Saada discloses a system and method for authentication by an 
outside medium of a portable object, the system and method having: 

an authentication information storage unit (i.e. control table) 
configured to store the authentication information (col. 4, lines 43-44); 

an authentication image generating module configured to generate 
an authentication parameter, generate an authentication image (i.e. result) 
including the authentication parameter and transmit it to the 
communication terminal (col. 7, lines 38-42), and then store the 
authentication parameter in an authentication parameter storage unit upon 
reception of an authentication request for the communication terminal (col. 
4, lines 38-40; col. 9, lines 66-68; col. 10, lines 1-3); 
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an authentication information acquiring module configured to 
acquire from the authentication terminal information of the authentication 
image acquired from the communication terminal and the authentication 
information stored in the authentication terminal (col. 10, lines 6-9, 32-36); 

an authentication information verifying module configured to access 
the authentication parameter storage unit, determine that the information of 
the authentication image acquired by the authentication information 
acquiring module is information of an image generated by the 
authentication image generating module, and determine whether or not the 
authentication information stored in the authentication terminal matches 
the authentication information stored in the authentication information 
storage unit, and then transmit those results to the communication 
terminal (col. 1 1 , lines 39-50). 
As to claims 2 and 10, Saada discloses: 

wherein the authentication parameter generated by the 
authentication image generating module includes at least one of a uniquely 
identifiable random number and a date (col. 9, lines 17-20). 
As to claims 5 and 13, Saada discloses: 

wherein the information of the authentication image is information 
obtained at the authentication terminal, by decoding the authentication 
image acquired from the communication terminal (col. 10, lines 37-40). 
As to claims 6 and 14, Saada discloses: 
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wherein the information of the authentication image is information 
resulting from decoding the authentication image acquired from the 
communication terminal and received from the authentication terminal (col. 
10, lines 37-40). 
As to claims 7 and 15, Saada discloses: 

wherein the authentication terminal takes and decodes an 
authentication image presented at the communication terminal to acquire 
the information of the authentication image from the communication 
terminal (col. 10, lines 37-40). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

18. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
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consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 



1 9. Claims 3, 8, 1 1 , and 1 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Saada as applied to claims 1 and 9 above, and further in view of 
Matsuyama et al. (US 2002/0026581 A1 and Matsuyama hereinafter). 
As to claims 3 and 1 1 , Saada does not disclose: 

wherein the authentication image generating module further stores 
an effective date of the authentication parameter in the authentication 
parameter storage unit; 

the authentication information verifying module authorizes 
authentication when a date acquired by the authentication information 
acquiring module is before the effective date of the authentication 
parameter stored in the authentication parameter storage unit, and denies 
authentication when the date acquired by the authentication information 
acquiring module is after the effective date of the authentication parameter. 
Nonetheless, these features are well known in the art and would have been an obvious 
modification of the teachings disclosed by Saada, as evidenced by Matsuyama. 
Matsuyama discloses a system and method for content distribution, the system and 
method having: 
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wherein the authentication image generating module further stores 
an effective date of the authentication parameter in the authentication 
parameter storage unit (0634, lines 1-4); 

the authentication information verifying module authorizes 
authentication when a date acquired by the authentication information 
acquiring module is before the effective date of the authentication 
parameter stored in the authentication parameter storage unit, and denies 
authentication when the date acquired by the authentication information 
acquiring module is after the effective date of the authentication parameter 
(0635, lines 14-19; 0638, lines 12-15; 0642, lines 15-17). 
Given the teaching of Matsuyama, a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention would have readily recognized the desirability and advantages of 
modifying the teachings of Saada with the teachings of Matsuyama by performing 
authentication based on a stored effective date. Matsuyama recites motivation by 
disclosing that setting a validity period for information used for authentication allows for 
the examination of users at scheduled intervals and prevents the data from being used 
in a limitless period (0632, lines 1-11). It is obvious that the teachings of Matsuyama 
would have improved the teachings of Saada by limiting when authentication data is 
valid in order to allow scheduled examinations. 



As to claims 8 and 16, Saada discloses: 
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the authentication information verifying module transmits the results 
to the content providing server (col. 1 1 , lines 49-50). 
Saada does not disclose: 

wherein the information processing system further comprises a 
content providing server configured to provide content to the 
communication terminal; 

the authentication image generating module receives from the 
content providing server an authentication request for the communication 
terminal. 

Nonetheless, these features are well known in the art and would have been an obvious 
modification of the teachings disclosed by Saada, as evidenced by Matsuyama. 
Matsuyama discloses: 

wherein the information processing system further comprises a 

content providing server configured to provide content to the 

communication terminal (0526, lines 1-3); 

the authentication image generating module receives from the 

content providing server an authentication request for the communication 

terminal (0522, lines 1-7). 
Given the teaching of Matsuyama, a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention would have readily recognized the desirability and advantages of 
modifying the teachings of Saada with the teachings of Matsuyama by using a server to 
provide content through authentication. Matsuyama recites motivation by disclosing 
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that a content distribution system allows user authentication to be performed to identify 
a user in content transaction by distributing content with a secure container (Abstract, 
lines 1-4). It is obvious that the teachings of Matsuyama would have improved the 
teachings of Saada by providing content through authentication in order to ensure that a 
user is entitled to access the content. 

20. Claims 4 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Saada as applied to claims 1 and 9 above, and further in view of Iwami (US 
2002/01 56867 A1). 

As to claims 4 and 12, Saada discloses: 

wherein the authentication image generating module transmits the 
authentication image to the communication terminal via a first 
communication network (col. 4, lines 43-46; col. 7, lines 38-42). 

Saada does not disclose: 

the authentication information acquiring module acquires from the 
authentication terminal via a second communication network different from 
the first communication network, the information of the authentication 
image and the authentication information. 

Nonetheless, this feature is well known in the art and would have been an obvious 

modification of the teachings disclosed by Saada, as evidenced by Iwami. 

Iwami discloses a system and method for managing access to storage resources, the 

system and method having: 
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the authentication information acquiring module acquires from the 
authentication terminal (i.e. source outside data center) via a second 
communication network (i.e. network outside data center) different from the 
first communication network, the information (i.e. packet) of the 
authentication image and the authentication information (0031, lines 15-19; 
0034, lines 25-26; 0036, lines 5-9). 
Given the teaching of Iwami, a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention would have readily recognized the desirability and advantages of modifying 
the teachings of Saada with the teachings of Iwami by receiving information through a 
different network. Iwami recites motivation by disclosing that a data center can conceal 
the identity of the storage devices in order to provide privacy to both user and storage 
provider (Abstract, lines 9-12). It is obvious that the teachings of Iwami would have 
improved the teachings of Saada by using a different network to transfer authentication 
information in order to provide privacy to both sender and recipient. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sarah Su whose telephone number is (571) 270-3835. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 7:30AM-5:00PM 
EST.. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ayaz Sheikh can be reached on (571) 272-3795. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Sarah Su/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2431 

/Christopher A. Revak/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2431 



